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Overall the clinical leadership team at Nelson Marlborough
COHS are happy with the draft infection control practice
standard but would feed back on the following points: There
are a number of times this standard uses the term "periodic"
for testing and validation but fails to specify how often; it
could be argued that daily, monthly and 10-yearly are all
"periodic" but compliance costs and efficacy of such
approaches would vary widely. Page 33 section 13 bullet
point 2 - how does DCNZ define "adequate ventilation"?
Some will interpret this as simply opening a window which
our ICP staff would strongly dispute.... Is adequate
ventilation actually an issue if automated prewashing is
being utilised? We understood this is an issue only for
manual washing (something we don't do and would support
DCNZ mandating). While we strongly agree with the
decision to use soil testing as an appropriate surrogate for
volumetric testing, we note that none of the washers used
by Te Whatu Ora Nelson Marlborough (and likely NZ) could
meet the flowing bullet point from page "Check for each
cycle that the time maintained at the thermal disinfecting
temperature was not less than specified, and document
this" and would ask that this be removed. Appendix B in
column 2 says Time/Temperature achieved however we
think this should be changed simply to "Temperature
Achieved'. All our washers simply say at the end of a cycle
the temperature achieved but not the time..... Additionally,
we note that none of the washers which we use, provide a
cycle number and yet in Appendix B you require this....
perhaps this is something the next generation of washers
provide but we would be unable to achieve compliance on
this point at present. Please reconsider this requirement.
thanks, Phil
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