
Changes between 9 June and 23 June versions                                        Appendix 2     

9 June 2020 version 19 June 2020 version 

p2 Removed description of high and low 

risk patients from the context section. 

p2 

 

New context reflecting recent MOH risk 

assessment update. 

pp3&5 

 

 

 

p6 

Risk assessment questions removed 

from treatment requirements for low 

and high risk patients (type of 

procedures, PPE & room 

requirements). 

Illustration with risk categories and 

requirements removed  - replaced with 

new risk assessment flow diagram on 

p3 of updated guidelines. 

p3 New risk assessment flow diagram.  

A patient with respiratory symptoms 
who has no other COVID-related 
epidemiological risk factors, will now be 
managed as a ‘low risk patient’, rather 
than a high-risk patient. 

The management of the two risk groups 
has not changed (i.e. what treatment 
can be performed, PPE and room 
requirements).  

p7 Steps in assessing a patient for care: 

paragraphs 1,2 & first sentence of 3 

moved to front of new version. 

p4 Paragraphs 2 &3 (new), 5 (updated): to 
reflect the new risk assessment relating 
to respiratory symptoms (as described 
in row above). 

  P6 New provision related to if a ‘low risk 

patient’ has respiratory symptoms, 

consider whether treatment can be 

deferred until the patient has recovered. 

If treatment cannot be deferred: 

o provide the patient with a facemask 

to wear when they arrive at the 

practice  

o keep them 1 metre away from 

others or move them directly into a 

single room if available 

o if your staff cannot maintain the 1 

metre physical distancing then 

provide them with a surgical mask 

as well. 

  P9 New title: Assessing and managing 

high-risk patients  

(previous content of Steps in assessing 

a patient for care, p7 paragraphs 3-5. 

Content remains unchanged).  

  pp11 

& 12 

Added distance of 1 metre for two 

provisions relating to physical 

distancing:  

o Continue to practise1 metre physical 

distancing wherever possible and 

https://www.health.govt.nz/system/files/documents/pages/hp7372-alert-level1-ppe-guidelines-for-unknown-covid-status-v5.pdf
https://www.health.govt.nz/system/files/documents/pages/hp7372-alert-level1-ppe-guidelines-for-unknown-covid-status-v5.pdf


practical (between staff; between 

staff and patients; and patients and 

patients).  

Consider offering non-clinical team 

members the option of wearing a 

surgical mask where physical 

distancing is not practical. (moved 

from footnote into main content) 

o Physical distancing is not required, 

but distancing of 1 metre is 

encouraged where possible and 

practical. 

  p14 During treatment: Removed reference 

to “bubble” for support person: 

Limit the number of people providing 

patient support in the treatment area to 

one. Offer the support person a surgical 

mask, particularly if they are in a 

different “bubble” to the patient.  

  pp15 

&16 

Updated table in Appendix 1 to reflect 

the new risk assessment (as described 

earlier). No change to the treatment that 

can be performed, PPE and room 

requirements. 

                                                                                                   

 

 


